
 

JACKSONS LANE 
Christmas show commission 2017 
 

Jacksons Lane is seeking to commission a brand new Christmas 
show for children aged 3 – 7. The show will be presented at 
Jacksons Lane in Christmas 2017 

 

About us 

Jacksons Lane is the flagship arts and cultural venue in Haringey, North London, 

opposite Highgate station, creating a year-round programme that encompasses 
the best in contemporary performance, arts participation, cultural education and 
outreach work for both its community and the sector as a whole. 

We are committed to leading the way in the creation, production, presentation 
and artist/audience development of and for contemporary circus theatre and 

visual/physical theatre. 

Jacksons Lane exists to empower, and ignite creativity within, diverse 
communities and works tirelessly to overcome traditional barriers - including age, 

socioeconomic background and geography – to achieve full engagement with the 
arts for everyone. 

Since 1975 we have been a key cultural and social hub for North London, and we 
currently work with over 3,800 people every week. 

We are a National Portfolio Organisation  of Arts Council England; a key strategic 

partner for the delivery of Haringey Council's plans to make Haringey a great 
place to live and work; and in receipt of multi-year grants from both Big Lottery 

Reaching Communities and BBC Children in Need to support the large-scale 
participation and education work we do with diverse communities across London. 

 

 

What are we looking for? 
 

 to commission artists or companies that have significant experience of making 
work for this age group (3 – 7 year olds) 

 for popular children’s book adaptations, shows that draw on familiar titles 
or new stories that respond to seasonal themes, with a contemporary bias

 for shows that will appeal to both nursery/primary school audiences and family 
audiences

 for a show that is as accessible to as many people as possible
 for a show that responds to our performance space
 For a show to include a strong element of music & songs
 For a show which includes highly visual elements 
 For the work to be around 50 minutes with no interval

http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/
http://www.haringey.gov.uk/


 

We very much welcome applications from companies who reflect the diversity of 

21st century Britain, and work which is highly visual  
 
Examples of previous successful productions at Jacksons Lane: 
 
Little Angel Theatre: 
 
Fantastic Mr Fox 
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 
 
Tall Stories: 
 
Emily Brown and the Thing 
The Snail and the Whale 
 
Stuff and Nonsense: 
 
The Elves and the Shoemaker 
The Enormous Turnip 
 
Please note that rights for existing fictional work or book titles must be secured 
by the company in advance, not by Jacksons Lane. The company will be liable for 
any writer’s/publishing commission 
 

 

Commission arrangements 
 

Each commission package includes the following: 
 

 Up to £18,000 in cash towards the cost of making and presenting the show – it 
is anticipated that the company may use this in conjunction with existing funds 
or as match-funding for an under £15k Grants for the Arts award

 Up to four weeks free rehearsal space (please note we cannot offer a dedicated 
space or be able to leave sets in the spaces due to regular usage)

 Space and technical support for production week – 5 days – and an 
operator/technician for the run if needed

 Marketing support including design and print of publicity
 

In return the company will be expected to: 
 

 Make and present a new show for three weeks in 2017 
 Deliver up to 40 performances, including occasional 3-show days



Performance schedules usually include schools performances from the first week 
of December, running through to Christmas Eve – dates 2 Dec to 24 Dec inclusive 
of production/tech time 
 
 

Financial arrangements 
 

We expect that the selected company would bring some of their own resource to 
the project, and/or that the commissioning fee would be used as match funding to 
lever additional financial resource from other sources. 

 



An appropriate royalty for the future life of the show will be agreed with the 
selected companies. 
 
Companies will be allowed to tour this work beyond the life of the 
Christmas run as a Jacksons Lane co-production 
 
 

Timescale 
 

 Deadline for proposals 10am, Mon 6 March 2017
 Interviews and presentations March 2017
 Confirmation of selection by April 2017
 Contracts and confirmed funding in by September 2017
 On sale 1 April 2017.
 

 

Technical arrangements 
 

The Christmas show is presented in the Theatre space – tech spec at 
www.jacksonslane.org.uk or by request 
 

 

How to apply 
 

Please submit the following information: 
 

 Appropriate contact details (if you are applying as a collective/company of 
artists please specify a main contact person)

 A biography detailing who you are, your background, professional experience 
and description of the creative team

 An artistic description contextualising the show you will develop for this 
commission, including title, authors

 An indication of your approach to marketing and audience development, 
including how you would make your work accessible to as many people 
as possible

 Clips or links to examples of your previous work
 An outline production budget, including performances of the show at Jacksons 

Lane
 

We anticipate that the commission and in kind support may be used as seed 
funding for further grant support for the development of the work. If you are 
including unconfirmed funding in your budget, please provide details of your 
past fundraising record. 

 

Proposals should be no more than 4 sides of A4 and emailed 
to: admin@jacksonslane.org.uk by 10am, Mon 6 March 2017 – 

please use the title Christmas 2017 Commission in the subject 
line. Please do not send hard copies or large files

http://www.thealbany.org.uk/hireus/35/Performance-Spaces
http://www.jacksonslane.org.uk/
mailto:admin@jacksonslane.org.uk


 


